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Articles of Confederation 

 America's first  
constitution that had a 
central government with 
limited powers 

 (A constitution is a 
written plan of 
government) 



Constitutional Convention 

 Meeting of delegates from 

every state, except Rhode 

Island, to amend (change) 

the Articles of Confederation. 

 In Philadelphia, Pa. 

 No women, African-

Americans, Native-

Americans, poor farmers 

represented. 

 The Convention ended up 

replacing the Articles with the 

United States Constitution. 

 

 



James Madison 

The Father of the 
Constitution 
because he wrote 
the basic plan of 
government 
 



Great Compromise 

 Compromise of Representation 

 The Congress would have two houses 

 In the House of Reps, States would be represented based 
on their population 

 In the Senate, each state would be represented equally (2) 

 This allowed big states and small states fair 
representation 



Three-Fifths Compromise 

 Compromise on 
Slavery 

 Three-fifths of a state’s 
slaves would be counted 
as part of that states 
population. 

 Congress could not end 
slave trade for 20 years 

 The tax on imported 
slaves could not exceed 
$10 a person 

 



Three Branches of Government 

 The United States Constitution established THREE 
branches of government. 

 



Preamble 

 The introduction to a 
formal document, 
especially the 
Constitution. 

 “We, the people of the 
United States, in order to 
form a more perfect 
union,. . .”- lists the 
purpose/ goals of the 
Constitution 



Legislative Branch 

 Part of the 
government 
responsible for 
making laws 

House of  
Representatives 

Senate 



Executive Branch 

Part of 
government 
responsible for 
enforcing the 
laws 
 



Judicial Branch 

 Part of the 
government 
responsible for 
applying laws in 
specific cases and 
determining if laws 
are constitutional 

 Interpret the law 
 Made up by the 

Supreme Court and 
lower federal courts 
 



Democratic government 

 The definition of the 
word "democracy" is 
government by the 
people.  

 "Demo-" means people. 

  “-cracy" is government. 

 



Bill of Rights 

 Written list of personal 
liberties expressed as 
actions that a 
government may not 
take away 

 

 The First 10 
Amendments of the 
United States Constitution 

 



Precedent 

An example or 
model of 
official 
behavior or 
policy 
 

So that’s 
how I do 

it! 



Washington’s Farewell Address 

 Washington’s message to Congress after deciding 
not to run for a third term. 

 Don’t enter into 

entangling 

alliances with 

foreign countries 

Stay Neutral!!! 

Avoid Political 

Parties!! 



Marbury v. Madison 

 Supreme Court Case that 
reinforced the principle of 
Judicial Review  (The 
Supreme Court’s power 
to declare an act of 
Congress 
unconstitutional) 

 

 

 

“if …the courts are to regard the constitution, 
and the constitution is superior to any 
ordinary act of the legislature, the 
constitution, and not such ordinary act, must 
govern the case to which they both apply.” 
- John Marshall- Marbury v. Madison 



Louisiana Purchase 

 The 1803 purchase 
by the United 
States of France’s 
Louisiana 
Territory – 
extending from 
the Mississippi 
River to the Rocky 
Mountains 

I just more than 
doubled the size of 

the United States and 
gained control of the 

Mississippi River! 

$15 Million 



X, Y, Z Affair 

 three French agents 
attempted to obtain a 
bribe from American 
representatives in Paris 

 “Millions for 
defense, sir, but not 
one cent for 
tribute” 

 “No, no, not a 
sixpence.” 

 (Remember this video?) 

 



Monroe Doctrine 

“. . . The American continents. 
. . are henceforth not to be 
considered as subjects for 
future colonization by any 

European powers. . .” 



Indian Removal Act (1830) 

 A law that forced Native Americans east of the Mississippi 
River to move to lands in the west 

 

 

Trail of Tears Survivor 
“Children cry and many men cry, 
and all look sad like when friends 
die, but they say nothing and just 
put heads down and keep on go 
towards West.  Many days pass 
and people die very much.” 
- quoted in From the Heart: 
Voices of the  American Indian 
 



Industrial Revolution 

 Began in Great Britain and spread to the United 
States in the early 1800’s 

 Change from farming to industry; hand-made to 
machine made 

 Faster, easier 

 New England Region 

 



Cotton Gin 

 Invented by Eli Whitney 

 1793 

 Increased to speed of the 
cotton cleaning process. 

 Made growing cotton 
more profitable 

 Caused an increase in 
slave labor because 
plantations began to 
grow more cotton. 



Seneca Falls Convention 

 Women’s Rights Convention that established a list of 
grievances that became known as the Declaration of 
Sentiments and Resolutions 

 
“We hold these truths to be 
self evident: That all men and 

women are created equal.” 



Manifest Destiny 

 The 19th-century belief  

that the United States  

should inevitably  

expand westward to  

the Pacific Ocean 

 

 



Sectionalism 

 The placing of the 
interests of one’s own 
region ahead of the nation 
as a whole. 

 



Popular Sovereignty  

 Political doctrine that 
allowed a territory to 
decide if they wanted 
slavery by popular vote 

 



Uncle Tom’s Cabin 

 A novel by Harriet 
Beecher Stowe which was 
a graphic depiction of the 
moral and physical evils of 
slavery 

 



Fugitive Slave Law 

 A law enacted as part of 
the Compromise of 
1850 that required that 
escaped slaves be 
caught and sent back 
to their masters even if 
they were in a free 
state. 

 



Dred Scott Decision (1857) 

 Supreme court case that 
upheld that slaves were 
property, not citizens 
and had no right to sue in 
a United States Court 

 It also declared the 
Missouri Compromise 
was unconstitutional 
because it violated 
citizens Fifth 
Amendment rights to no 
seizure of property 
without due process 

 ORIGINS OF THE CASE  Dred 
Scott's slave master had brought 
him from the slave state of 
Missouri to live for a time in free 
territory and in the free state of 
Illinois.  Eventually they returned 
to Missouri.  Scott believed that 
because he had live in free 
territory, he should be free.  In 
1854 he sued in federal court for 
his freedom.  The court ruled 
against him, and he appealed to 
the Supreme Court. 
 

 THE RULING The Supreme 
Court ruled that African Americans 
were not and could never be 
citizens.  Thus, Dred Scott had no 
right to even file a lawsuit and 
remained enslaved. 

 



Secession 

 A formal withdrawal 
(to leave) of a state 
from the union 

 

 Southern States often 
threatened secession if 
they felt state’s rights or 
slavery was being 
threatened. 

 



Frederick Douglass                       

An educated 
slave who 
escaped his 
master and 
became a 
famous 
speaker and 
abolitionist. 



Underground Railroad 

 Secret organization that 
helped slaves escape to 
freedom. 

 A network of safe houses 
owned by free blacks and 
whites who opposed 
slavery. 

 



Harriet Tubman 

 Harriet Tubman is perhaps 
the most well-known of all the 
Underground Railroad's 
"conductors.“ 

  During a ten-year span she 
made 19 trips into the South 
and escorted over 300 slaves 
to freedom.  

 And, as she once proudly 
pointed out to Frederick 
Douglass, in all of her 
journeys she "never lost a 
single passenger.“ 

 Known as The Moses of Her 
People 
 

 



Abolitionist 

• An individual trying to end slavery 
 



States rights 

  One of the causes of the 
Civil War-  one of the 
reasons for succession. 

 Many people in the South 
felt that the states should 
still have the right to decide 
if they were willing to 
accept certain federal acts. 

  This resulted in the idea of 
nullification, whereby the 
states would have the right 
to rule federal acts 
unconstitutional. (The 
federal government denied 
states this right.) 

http://americanhistory.about.com/library/glossary/bldef-nullification.htm


        Abraham Lincoln 

 16th President of the 
United States 

 
 (As a result of the 1860 

election. Southern states 
called for succession from 
the Union) 
 

 Preserved the Union by 
successfully fighting the 
Civil War 
 

 Assassinated by John 
Wilkes Booth 

 

“A house divided 
against itself cannot 
stand….I believe that 

this government 
cannot endure 

permanently half 
slave and half free.” 



 



Jefferson Davis 

 Former Senator of 
Mississippi 

 

 President of the 
Confederacy from 1861-
1865 

“The time for 
compromise 

has now 
passed” 



General Robert E. Lee 

 Confederate General who 
surrendered at 
Appomattox Court 
House; ending the Civil 
War. 

 “on April 9, 1865, Lee 
was forced to surrender 
his weary and depleted 
army to Ulysses S. Grant 
at Appomattox Court 
House, effectively ending 
the Civil War.” 

 

 

http://www.civilwar.org/battlefields/appomattox-courthouse.html
http://www.civilwar.org/battlefields/appomattox-courthouse.html

